
Final Presentation Project

DUE: Tuesday July 14th, Wednesday July 15th, and Thursday July 16th  

***You must give me a 1-page proposal for this Thursday July 2nd  

You must include in some shape or form:

1) At LEAST 3-5 academic sources (there are many listed in the VALUABLE RESOURCES 
tab in the course blog)
2) At LEAST 3-5 texts (different films, tv programs, commercials, photos, etc.) to be used in 
analysis
3) At LEAST 3 readings from the class (could be linked to #1)
4) At LEAST one theory from class (could be related to #1)

***You MUST hand in a bibliography citing your sources like a research paper***

This will be your in-depth analytical research presentation for the term. I will ask you to 
develop a thoughtful presentation focusing on a hip hop and screens topic of your choice. 
You MUST focus your topic on screen media and hip hop culture in a way that is meaningful 
to you.

Once you have chosen a topic, you should prepare a 5-7 minute multimedia presentation. 
This should be a research paper that manifests visually. So, transfer analysis and research 
into something that we can see, hear, and feel.

You must develop a research thesis or a research question(s) and attempt to prove the thesis 
right or wrong or answer the research question(s).  This presentation should be organized 
with a clear beginning and end (i.e. introduction of topic, presentation of context and content, 
analysis, theory, and a conclusion, as well as suggesting the significance of your topic to our 
study of the representation of hip hop). 

How you'll be graded:
 Content (what you analyze and the audio-visual quality of it)
 Analysis (how you connect different texts and the content to theories)
 Inclusion of course materials (how you weave in class discussion, lectures, and 

content; essentially the ideas presented in class)
 Overall presentation (seamlessness, timeliness, fluidness, professionalism, etc.)

***If you're using video clips, I want you to rip them from DVD or do a stream video 
capture so they are high quality. If only a YouTube video exists, then okay. The Library 
has plenty of these films and books, so please take advantage of that. 

This presentation is worth 40% of your final grade. 

https://hiphopandscreens.wordpress.com/valuable-resources/


Here is a list of potential topics (in specific) just off the top  :  

 Representing Femininity in Female Rap Music Videos: From Queen Latifah to Nicki 
Minaj

 The Boondocks: Parody of Bling and Excess
 Breaksploitation: An Analysis of the Representation of Breakers, from Beat Street to 

Video Games
 Corporatization of Graffiti Art: From Bombing Trains to Being Bombed by Advertisers
 Auteur and Comparative Analysis of the Works of Hype Williams in Music Video and 

Belly
 Where My Ninjas At?: Comparative Analysis of the Representation of the Hip Hop 

Samurai in Ghost Dog and Afro Samurai
 Representation Rapper's Childhoods: Comparative Analysis of Danny Brown's “Grown 

Up” and Notorious B.I.G.'s “Sky's the Limit” Music Videos
 Ice Cube on Screens: Straight Outta Compton to Family Films
 Put it in the Box: An Analysis of the Use of Boomboxes in Hip Hop Photography and 

Music Videos in the 80s and the Problematic of the Term “Ghettoblaster”
 Horrocorific: An Analysis of Horrocore Music Videos and the Portrayal of the “Other”
 Representing Industry: A Comparative Analysis of the Representation of Recording 

Industry Politicks in Krush Groove, Fear of a Black Hat, and CB4
 Keepin' It Real: Deconstructing Claims of Authenticity in early Hip Hop Documentaries
 Gangs of New York: Representing Gang Culture and Hip Hop
 OST: How Films Financed by Record Labels Monetize Music in Original Soundtracks
 Can't Truss It: Deconstructing Politics of Three Public Enemy Music Videos
 Wild Subcultural Styles: An Analysis of Subcultural Incorporation in Early Hip Hop Film
 Representing the Premonition of Death: An Analysis of Three Tupac and Notorious 

B.I.G. music videos
 Busting Ice-T: From Cop Killer to Law & Order
 Close to the Edge: The Representation of Hip Hop Culture in the Black Gangster 

Films, Juice and Boys in the Hood
 Cross Analysis of the Meaning of Freestyle Rap in the Case of 8 Mile and the 

Documentaries Freestyle: The Art of Rhyme and Ice-T's Something From Nothing
 Deconstructing “Wiggerness” and Authenticity in Malibu's Most Wanted
 Intertextuality in Tales from the Hood
 Analyzing Flow, Layering, and Ruptures in Line in the Classic Hip Hop Documentary, 

Style Wars
 What is a DJ if He Can't Scratch?: Representing the Hip Hop DJ in Popular Cinema 

and Television
 Who Shot Ya?: An Analysis of Early Hip Hop Photography and Photographers
 Hip Hop Flyers and Futurism: A Textual Analysis of 1970s/80s Hip Hop Party Flyers
 Obey Your Thirst: An Intertextual Analysis of Sprite's Use of Rappers In Its Late 1990s 

Commercials
 The Works of Director Rachel Raimist: Nobody Knows My Name and Hip Hop 

Feminism
 All City: An Analysis of Anti-Graffiti Propaganda from the 1970s to the Present 
 The 2Pac Hologram and the Representation of the Fallen
 Commodifyin' Gangta: How a White Controlled Media Sold the Image of the Black 

“Thug” to a White Audience in the case of N.W.A. Music Videos.
 #Blacklivesmatter and Hip Hop: Race and Representation

I strongly recommend that you develop this presentation with academics in mind. Once you 
conceptualize it, I would make an outline (I can help you with this if you come to my office 
hours). I am a big organization and structure person (largely because my brain is so 
unstructured), so please to make this presentation move along fluidly (in the sense of how 



your argument / analysis progresses). 

If you do a video to show and submit, pleas export in h.264 codec, .mov format, and AAC 
audio. 

Here is a how I would outline a project:

Title: Representing Femininity in Female Rap Music Videos: From Queen Latifah to Nicki 
Minaj

Context: I want to look at the representation of femininity and feminism in some of Queen 
Latifah's music videos in the 1980s in comparison to the largest rap recording artist of the 
present time: Nicki Minaj. 

Research Question: How does Queen Latifah represent femininity and an aesthetic of female 
empowerment in her “Ladies First” and “U.N.I.T.Y.”? How are these characteristics 
represented in Nicki Minaj's “Super Bass” and “Starships” music videos? What is the music 
industry's role in these representations and what does it say about ideology, power, and the 
dominant ideas of being a woman?

Theory: I will use feminist film theory and also Hebdige's ideas surrounding subcultural 
incorporation.

Literature (what have other people done and said):
 I will borrow ideas from Sut Jhally's Dreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music  

Video and Byron Hurt's Hip Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes documentaries
 Roberts, Robin. 1991. Music videos, performance and resistance: Feminist rappers. 

Journal of Popular Culture, 25: 141-152. 
 Roberts, Robin. 1994. “Ladies First”: Queen Latifah’s Afrocentric feminist music. 

African American Review 28, no. 2: 245-257.
 Various readings from Pough, Gwendolyn D., Elaine Richardson, Aisha Dunham, and 

Rachel Raimist (eds.). 2007. Home Girls Make Some Noise: A Hip Hop Feminism 
Reader. Los Angeles: Parker Publishing.

Analysis: Here I will do a textual analysis between the four music videos looking at formal 
elements in relation to power and ideology (I think that because most record labels are run by 
men and most music video directors are men that female rappers are forced to represent 
male interests. However, Queen Latifah is a challenge to that patriarchy).
Conclusion and discussion:
These are the 4 main points that come from my analysis in relation to the theories
1).
2).
3).
4).

This is why my project is important and how it relates to this class.
The END! 


