
EXAM 1 GUIDE

The Hip Hop Subculture: 
 Be familiar with the socio-economic preconditions to hip hop culture.
 What are the four elements of hip hop culture?
 What was the Caribbean's influence on hip hop culture?
 What contributions did Kool Herc make to hip hop culture? What is the “merry go 

round”?
 What are Afrika Bambaataa's major contributions to hip hop culture? What is the 

relationship between the Black Spades and the Universal Zulu Nation?
 What contributions did Grandmaster Flash make to hip hop culture? 
 What is the “get down” part of a record?
 Why would DJs hide the name of the songs/artists on a record? 
 The NYC Blackout of '77 was significant to hip hop culture in two ways? What are 

they?

Socio-Economic Preconditions:
 Rose says that hip hop is a bi-product of 5 things...know what they generally are?
 What does Rose say about flow, layering and ruptures in line (how can you apply this 

to the films we have seen and elements of hip hop?)?
 According to Hebdige what is bricolage and how do subcultures use style? What is 

incorporation/recuperation and how do we see it addressed in films we watch in class? 

 How did urban renewal, gentrification, and deindustrialization affect the South Bronx?
 Who is Robert Moses and what was his major project that affected the South Bronx?
 What is planned shrinkage and how does it relate to the formation of hip hop culture?
 What is white flight?

Gangs and Families: 
 What are some of the gangs and gang concepts that we see in Flyin' Cut Sleeves? 

How do we see these fictionalized in The Warriors? 
 What are some of the continuities between NYC gang culture and hip hop culture?
 What is the Apache Line in gang, gang dance, and hip hop dance culture?
 Why was the film Fort Apache, The Bronx protested? Also, what was the role the 

media in general played in depicting the South Bronx and its people in the 70s/80s?
 What are some of the continuities in gang culture that we saw in The Warriors? How 

doe The Warriors represent elements of gang culture (i.e. turf, colors, and some of the 
real life events some scenes from the film are based on). What is moral panic and how 
did the film spawn moral panic? How would hip hop relate to moral panics (think about 
graffiti, people dancing in public spaces, etc.)?

The Elements and   Wild Style:  
 What is the significance of the film Wild Style? Who are some of the main characters?
 How do some of the events in Wild Style relate to what was really happening at the 

time? What are they? How does Zoro and Fade (Fab 5's character) relate to this?
 What is Fab 5 Freddy's role in the film, how does it relate to his real life, and what are 

some of his contributions to the commercialization of hip hip culture? 
 What is the relationship between hip hop and the art scene as we've seen in some of 

these films? 
 What is the significance of the song and music video for Blondie's “Rapture”?

Subcultural Capital and Hegemony: 
 What is hegemony? How does Hebdige claim that  subcultures challenge it? What is 



bricolage? How does bricolage relate to hip hop culture and the films we've seen? How 
can we discuss hip hop culture as counter-hegemonic?

 What is recuperation/incorporation and how have we've seen it in some of the 
films/videos we've seen? 

 What is Thornton's theory of subcultural capital? It happens on two levels, what are 
they and how can you apply them?

 What does Thornton say about incorporation in respect to Hebdige? What does she 
claim is the relationship between subcultures and media?

 How do we see Thornton's ideas manifest in the films we watched?

The Graffiti Subculture:
 Be familiar with some of the issues addressed in Bomb It or Gimme the Loot and Style 

Wars.
 What is urban graffiti's origins? How'd it get popular in NYC? What's the significance of 

Taki 183? 
 What is the difference between a bomber and a writer?
 Be able to discuss some of the antagonisms in Style Wars (i.e. art/commerce vs. 

bombing, piecing vs. bombing (CAP), writers vs. government). 
 Be familiar with some of the influential writers in Wild Style, Style Wars, Bomb It, Bomb 

the System, and the readings. 
 Be familiar with the graffiti terms. Difference between bombing and piecing? Etc.
 As we saw in various films, what is the importance of style and fame in graffiti 

subculture? How can style and fame be subcultural capital?

 Be able to discuss Macdonald's application of career as a structure for the graffiti 
subculture. What else does Macdonald say about the subculture?

 How was graffiti blamed for the flawed social system of NYC? How is a symbol of 
larger issues? Why would local officials go after graffiti writers? Did their campaigns 
make graffiti worse?

 How does graff challenge the dominant system and public space? How does it relate to 
advertising? What's its relationship to the media?

 How do you think the commercialization of graffiti impacts the subculture? How do you 
see this in the various texts we've consumed this term?

Rap and MCing:

 How have griots, toasting DJs/Jamaican sound systems, and other 
musicians/celebrities influenced MCing and rapping? What do MCs/rappers have in 
common with griots? 

 Who was the first hip hop MCs and who were some of the other early notable MCs? 
What did they contribute to the art form?

 What did Sugarhill Gang represent to authentic hip hop culture?

 What's the significance of “Rapper's Delight?” How did it change the industry? How did 
it change the culture? 

 How did “Rapper's Delight” and rap records in general (think GM Flash & The Furious 
5) affect the hip hop DJ? 

 What is rap? What is MCing? What is the difference between a rapper and an MC?



 According to Freestyle: The Art of Rhyme what is the difference between freestyle 
rhymes and written rhymes? How is freestyling healing and outlet? How does freestyle 
MCing relate to the original park jams formula of the South Bronx? 

 Based upon the films and discussions, be familiar with the importance of the cypher 
and battle in hip hop culture and films in which we have seen this!

 Be able to discuss the real life influences of the battle scenes in 8 Mile and Notorious. 

B-boying, B-girling and Breaksploitation:

 Be able to talk about why b-boying/b-girling was the first element of hip hop culture to 
be exploited on a mass level by the media and screen industries. 

 What were some of the dances or styles that “may” have influenced b-boying/b-girling? 
Who influenced, at least directly, the Bronx b-boys? 

 Be familiar with the early history of b-boying/b-girling in respect to its cycles of 
popularity...at whose parties did it start, what happened when it hit the streets, 
when/why did it die, when/why was is revived, and when/why did it die again? 

 How is breakbeat DJing and b-boying/b-girling part of a feedback loop? How is the b-
boy/b-girl an instrument? 

 How is b-boying/b-girling physical graffiti? What does this mean, at least from a power 
analysis perspective (think about graffiti's and hip hop's challenges to hegemony)?

 Be able to talk about battling in b-boy/b-girl culture? What does style mean in this 
culture?

 What's the origin of the terms “b-boy” and “b-girl”? What's the story of the term 
“breakdancing” and what does it mean?

 Be familiar with the types of b-boy/b-girl moves that Popmaster Fabel and Lou Mega 
discussed. What's the difference between “style heads” and “power heads”? Why did 
dancers start to move into being “power heads” in the 1980s?

 What's the origins of the West Coast Funk that we saw in The Freshest Kids? In what 
other films were the West Coast Funk style of breakin' the featured style? 

 Be able to discuss the Banes (2004) chapter and her two eras of  b-boying/b-girling. 
How did the media change the dance?

 How is  b-boying/b-girling inter-gender? According to the film What is a B-girl?, what 
are some of the differences between b-boys and b-girls?

 Be familiar with the 3 main b-boy crews that we learned about and their relationship to 
the media. 

 How did the representation of the Rock Steady Crew (RSC) change from Wild Style 
(1982) through Beat Street (1984)?

 What is the significance of the RSC versus Dynamic Rockers battle at Lincoln Center 
in 1981?



 Why did Dynamic Rockers change their name to Dynamic Breakers? Why was their 
style of b-boying not considered authentic? 

 Be able to discuss the significance of the opening scene of Flashdance. How did that 
scene bring b-boying/b-girling from New York City to the West Coast and to 
Europe/Asia?

 Who is Michael Holman and his role in hip hop and the media industry, especially in 
respect to b-boying/b-girling? As we saw in The Freshest Kids and read elsewhere, 
what's his relationship to RSC and New York City Breakers and how did he help 
commercialize  b-boying/b-girling?

 Be able to address themes of incorporation, competition, and style in the film Beat 
Street (1984). How does this film relate to others we have seen in this class? 

 Be able to talk in general about different films, scenes, and types of visual 
representations that we have seen in relation to how they have contributed to 
Breaksploitation? Why was 1984 such an important year in Breaksploitation? How 
does the Breaksploitation of the mid-80s relate to similar films decades later?

Essay options:

Choose One of the Three
1. Use Hebdige's theory of recuperation to analyze Breaksploitation using AT LEAST 2 films 
from the class (make sure to include historical and cultural information). It is vital that you 
discuss the bboy/bgirl culture that is being exploited. Be as comprehensive as possible. In 
respect to Hebdige, what is the significance of Breaksploitation? So, how can we think about 
breakin' before media and after media?

2. Discuss in detail the socio-economic conditions that led to the formation of hip hop culture 
and the representation and presentation of those conditions in AT LEAST 2 films from class 
(make sure to include historical and cultural information).

3. Using AT LEAST 2 films from class, discuss graff/bombing as communication on moving 
screens, the commercialization of it, and the politics of the commodification of public space 
and what it means for graffiti artists to bomb the system (make sure to include historical and 
cultural information).


